the munich agreement, october 5, 1938
was a country which, three months ago, would have stood in the
line with other countries to arrest what has occurred.
Again, what happened in Warsaw ? The British and French
Ambassadors visited the Foreign Minister, Colonel Beck, or sought
to visit him, in order to ask for some mitigation in the harsh measures
being pursued against Czechoslovakia about Teschen. The door
was shut in their faces. The French Ambassador was not even
granted an audience and the British Ambassador was given a most
curt reply by a political director. The whole matter is described
in the Polish Press as a political indiscretion committed by those
two powers, and we are to-day reading of the success of Colonel
Beck's blow. I am not forgetting, I must say, that it is less than
twenty years since British and French bayonets rescued Poland
from the bondage of a century and a half. I think it is indeed
a sorry episode in the history of that country, for whose freedom
and rights so many of us have had warm and long sympathy.
Those illustrations are typical. You will see, day after day,
week after week, entire alienation of those regions. Many of those
countries, in fear of the rise of the Nazi power, have already got
politicians, Ministers, Governments, who were pro-German, but
there was always an enormous popular movement in Poland,
Rumania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia which looked to the Western
democracies and loathed the idea of having this arbitrary rule of
the totalitarian system thrust upon them, and hoped that a stand
would be made. All that has gone by the board. We are talking
about countries which are a long way off. But what will be the
position, I want to know, of France and England this year and the
year afterwards ? What will be the position of that Western front
of which we are in full authority the guarantors ? The German
army at the present time is more numerous than that of France,
though not nearly so matured or perfected. Next year it will grow
much larger, and its maturity will be more complete. Relieved
from all anxiety in the East, and having secured resources which
will greatly diminish, if not entirely remove, the deterrent of a
naval blockade, the rulers of Nazi Germany will have a free choice
open to them as to what direction they will turn their eyes. If the
Nazi dictator should choose to look westward, as he may, bitterly
will France and England regret the loss of that fine army of ancient
Bohemia which was estimated last week to require not fewer than
30 German divisions for its destruction.
Can we blind ourselves to the great change which has taken
place in the military situation, and to the dangers we have to
meet f We are in process, I believe, of adding in four years, four
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